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Like M. Judet, Mr. Keir Hardie, a man of un-
doubted ability, unfortunately misdirected, wel-
comes the Dictionary's Memoir as an exposure
of King Edward's incapacity and weaknesses.
Throughout his long article reviewing its deplor-
able assertions and innuendos, MJ\ Hardie ridicules
the King, finding his justification for doing so in
the gaucheries contained in the Dictionary* Here
is convincing proof, if any were needed, that the
Dictionary has delivered Queen Alexandra's con-
sort into the hands of the Socialistic and Monarchy-
hating enemy. The few papers which have done
their best to shield Sir Sidney Lee from my criti-
cisms and from the heavy batteries of the " Daily
Telegraph" and the " Daily Mail" may make
the best they can of Mr. Hardie's championship
and eulogies of that gentleman*
Mr. Hardie, after assuring us that Queen
Victoria's " mental make-up and whole attitude
was that of the petty bourgeois or lower-middle
class," proceeds :
Then came King Edward, who, during his
short reign, was raised to the highest pinnacle of
fame for his efforts in the cause of international
peace. During the last two or three years of his
life it was as " Edward the Peacemaker " that he
was best known. Now we know that the title was
wholly fictitious,, and that whilst he was supposed to
be labouring abroad jar Ms country* s good he was
simply enjoying himself as a very amiable, pleasz&e-
loving man of the world, who wa$ b&red &$ p^H^s
and had not the capacity to widers&md /$mgn
relationships. The nation is indebted to Sir Sidney